Topic: Families
Curriculum Planning Template – Somerville Early Education
Trajectory for Thematic Inquiry: Planning from the Big Idea
Consult ELA Pacing & Curriculum Guides, Big Idea Guides, & Building Blocks Math Pacing Guide
Big Idea(s) about Families:

●
●
●
●

My family has a story that I can share.
I am part of a family.
Families are the same and different.
Families have similar and different ways of
being and celebrating together.

Project Approach: Working with Big Ideas
(Picturing the Project Approach 2017, Sylvia Chard, Yvonne, Kogan, Carmen Castillo)
● Phase 1: Beginning the Project
● Phase 2: Developing the Project
● Phase 3: Concluding the Project
Anti-bias Education Goals and Outcomes(Derman-Sparks, Edwards and Goins, 2020)
Goal 1: Identity - Each child will demonstrate self-awareness, confidence, family pride, and positive social
identities. Teachers will nurture each child’s construction of knowledgeable and confident personal and social
identities.
Goal 2: Diversity - Each child will express comfort and joy with human diversity; accurate language for
human differences; and deep, caring human connections. Teachers will promote each child’s comfortable,
empathic interactions with people from diverse backgrounds.
Goal 3: Justice - Children will increasingly recognize unfairness (injustice), have language to describe
unfairness, and understand that unfairness hurts. Teachers will foster each child’s capacity to critically
identify bias and will nurture each child’s empathy for the hurt bias causes.
Goal 4: Action - Children will demonstrate empowerment and the skills to act, with others or alone, against
prejudice and/or discriminatory actions. Teachers will cultivate each child’s ability and confidence to stand up
for oneself and for others in the face of bias.
Selected Anti-bias Objectives: chosen from here
● I know and like who I am and can talk about my family and myself and name some of my group
identities.
● I see that the way my family and I do things is both the same as and different from how other people
do things, and I am interested in both.
● I find it interesting that groups of people believe different things and live their daily lives in different
ways.

A TRAJECTORY OF INQUIRY

Phase 1 – Beginning a Project: Starting Out And Setting The Stage
Sample Teacher Brainstorm/Planning Web - Add your own ideas!

Create a new web with children once a direction has been defined
Surface prior knowledge. Set the Stage:Surface prior knowledge. Set
the Stage:
●

What do you call the members of your family?

The information gathered can be used to make visual charts. Include actual
family photos.

Generate curiosity: Pose questions, read a high interest book, take a field trip
Questions you might ask children:
● Who is in your family? What do you call them (mom, mam, dad, daddy, papa, grandma, pops, abuela
etc.)?
● What do you like to do with your family (cook, travel, play games, hike)?

Prompts to generate discourse:
● Read: The Family Book by Todd Parr.
● Big Book: In The Yard by Dana Meachen Rau.
● Big Book: Mama Zooms by Jane Cowen- Fletcher.
● Sing: We Are a Family by Jack Hartman
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7exGJQcRhk,
Make connections to children’s lives
● Invite children to bring in family photos. Look at them and prompt
conversation using: “I see, I think, I wonder” protocol.
I see 5 people in this photograph.
I think you are a sister.
I wonder why you are all wearing fancy clothes.
● Generate conversations on all the different things you do with your family.

PHASE 1 – Beginning a Project -Defining A Possible Investigation or Direction:
Generate KW (Know, Want to know) Chart: What do we know or think we know about ________ ?
● Looking at family photos and generate questions/ I wonder statements.
● What do we know about our family and the people in it?
● Collect the information to piece together the stories of the families by sending home a questionnaire,
interviewing families at breakfast, or inviting families in to share their stories.
Expand Children’s Thinking: So, now that we know some information and have some ideas about _____,
What should we investigate?
It seems that you are curious about_______?
Brainstorm a list of all the things the children Want know about _____.
Possible Investigations to your explore your topic of interest
If children are interested in ______________, then explore ____________ as an activity.
▪

Food the family eats then add diverse foods to dramatic play, food books, and recipes

▪

Growing family then incorporate taking care of babies and the role of an older sibling or grandparent.

▪

Surfacing the individual identities of the families making up your classroom community, then tell
stories and explore how they are alike and different (daily routines - bedtime routines, Saturday
events - food, music,traditions and special activities, homes and housing, etc.).

PHASE 2 – Developing a Project- Exploring And Learning More:
Continue to add to the knowledge base, add activities and experiences, field trips, find experts, plan class
books, family engagement, etc.

POSSIBLE FIELD SITES:
● Familiar places your families goes in the
community (playground, park, laundromat,
library, grocery store, farmer’s market,
community garden, etc.).

POSSIBLE EXPERTS:
● Children’s families and friends (parents,
grandparents, aunts, uncles & neighbors)
● Teacher’s families and friends (parents,
grandparents, aunts, uncles & neighbors)

● Somerville Council of Aging

Possible Projects (Use one of the following ideas, or co-create an emergent project with your children):
● Class book: Family photos and a drawing, share the story of the family (reference big idea) by
sending home questionnaire for family to fill out in child’s home language or in person interviews
during breakfast or invite family in to share story with child to class.
o Create Family Portraits/Family Collage: For collaging, glue family photo to center of paper or
canvas and offer various cut-outs from magazines for children to identify with their family and
add to the space surrounding their family photo (cats, bikes, flowers, vegetables, various
housing, swings, local restaurant, Target).
● Mystery Reader/ Chef/Activity Leader: Schedule visits from child’s family or extension of family, Give
the children clues (leading up to the visit) about who the mystery guest will be.
o Sharing with Peers: In small groups or whole group, the child will share the story of their
family, specific elements that make them feel proud and excited to share.
● Gather, taste and create a Family Favorites Recipe Book - or organize sharing around a specific type
of food (rice, dumplings, etc.)

PHASE 3: Concluding the Project
Reflect on next steps, sharing the work with others, extensions of content, new directions.
Ideas for Sharing Learning/Work:

Invite families to visit the classroom to view documentation of learning, share family stories, share

●

family foods.
● Create documentation panels including the information gathered and various ways of
connecting with families
● Highlight and display the unique characteristics that each child/teacher and their families
brings to the classroom community by having the class book accessible to children and their
families (multiple copies).
Possible Extensions:
● Our families are a part of a greater community- Somerville.
Read the story Windows by Julia Denos and E.B. Goodale that
illustrates what a night time neighborhood walk through
Somerville may look like for some children. This can also tie
into seasonal changes and how we adapt to shorter and darker
day.
● Animal families (squirrels, cats, dogs, backyard birds)
● Consider ways to support community organizations that
support families.

Content and
Room Areas

Activities Connected to Big Idea

Blocks

Props/Provocations:
● Tape family photos to unit blocks.
● Display photos in the block area of local places where families from your classroom
gather to generate conversations amongst peers while they work.
● Include diverse family figurines with block props
● Display photographs of houses and homes focusing still on the story of the child and
their family (multi-famly houses, apartment buildings, shelters, etc.)

Dramatic Play

Generate play props and themes with children:
● Home living - provide props and materials that are reflective of children’s home
and the diversity of the community (foods, babies, framed photos, dress up
clothes, fabrics, etc.)
● Take out menus from local restaurants, utensils familiar to children and their
families, art decor and fabrics, plants and window décor. (Adjust dramatic play as
more information collects about families from families.

● Post images of diverse family structures and diversity of roles and representation
in families.

The Arts

Group and Individual Projects:
● Provide a variety of diverse art materials that reflect accurate colorations so that
childre can create representative Family Portraits/ Collages.
● Class Family Book- stories along with photographs and drawings. Focus on
storytelling and dictation.
● Play music that is shared from families and teach songs that are sung in children’s
homes.

Sensory

Sensory Table
● Wash babies (see baby unit)
● Use diverse cooking tools with playdough - dumpling rolling pins, tortilla press,
pasta cutter, etc. Make playdough versions of favorite foods.
● Family sensory bin: sort photos and match to children’s family strips or put objects
(baby toy, car, target gift card, dog/cat figurine, pretend food) and have children
sort based on what they know about children’s families.

Mathematical
Thinking

● How many people are in your family? Make comparisons. Make charts.
● Are you the oldest, middle, youngest or only child in your family? (First born,
second born, third born... ordinal numbers).
● Create Venn diagram on floor with hula-hoops and have children place their family
photo on one side if their family likes to dance or on the other side if their family
like to cook or in the middle if their family enjoys both activities. Activities can
change based on whatever is interesting to the group.

● Family Places Scene: Generate a family scene that is meaningful to the children in
the class. This can be a picture of a yard, a room in a home or a place a family
regularly visits such as the grocery store. To the scene add dice and props, such
toy people, food and furniture. Children roll the dice and add that many to the
scene.

Science,
Engineering &
Technology

● Use family photos to practice careful observation and recording skills - facilitating
conversations and data gathering/graphing or observational drawing practice
with small groups of children.
● Practrice making different types of doughs (dumpling, pie, tortilla, etc.)
experiencing and testing for elasticity, strength, and taste.
● If children are interested in babies and diapers (which they often are), set up
absorption experiments, working to identify the best diaper materials.

Library/
Read Aloud

Books:
● Who’s in my Family? All About Our families by Robbie H. Harris
● Two Homes by Claire Masurel
● Momma, Mama and Me by Lesley Newman
● Mixed Me by Taye Diggs
● One Family by George Shannon (Counting Book)
● Families in Many Cultures by Heather Adamson
● Homemade Love by Bell Hooks
● What Daddies Do Best/What mommies Do Best by Laura Numeroff Joffe
● Mama, Do You Love Me? by Barbara Josse
● Full, Full, Full of Love by Tricia Cook
● Anna Day and the O-Ring by Elaine Wickens
● Families by Ann Morris
● Who's in a Family? by Robert Skutch
● Families Are Different by Nina Pellegrini
● All Families Are Different by Sol Gordon
● The Family Book by Todd Parr
● Guess How Much I Love You by Sam McBratney
● One Hundred is a Family by Pam Munoz Ryan
● I Love You Like Crazy Cakes by Rose A. Lewis, Jane
● Pablo's Tree by Pat Mora
● Beginnings: How Families Come to Be by Virginia Kroll
● Two Homes by Claire Masurel
● Mama and Daddy Bear's Divorce by Cornelia Spelman
● How My Parents Learned to Eat by Ina R. Friedman
● Jalapeno Bagels by Natasha Wing
● How Many Days to America by Eve Bunting
● Abuela by A. Dorris
● Won’t Papa Be Surprised by Terri Cohlene and Elizabeth Sayles
● All Families are Special by Norma Simon
● I Can’t Talk Yet, But When I Do by Julie Markes
● Marisol McDonald Doesn’t Match by M. Brown
● And Tango Makes Three by J. Richardson
Adoption Stories
● A Mother for Choco by Keiko Kasza
● Felicia's Favorite Story by Leslea Newman
● Over the Moon : An Adoption Tale by Karen Katz
● Tell Me Again About the Night I Was Born by Jamie Lee Curtis
● The Red Blanket by Eliza Thomas
● We See the Moon by Carrie A. Kitze
● Rosie's Family: An Adoption Story by Lori Rosove

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

The Little Green Goose by Adele Sansone, et al
Horace by Holly Keller
The Best Single Mom in the World: How I Was Adopted by Mary Zisk
Mrs. Hen's Big Surprise by Christel Desmoinaux
The Day We Met You by Phoebe
The Mulberry Bird: An Adoption Story by Anne Braff Brodzinsky
Danielle, Where Are You? by Cindy Roberts
The Coffee Can Kid by Jan Czech
How My Family Came to Be: Daddy, Papa and Me by A. R. Aldrich, M. Motz
A New Barker in the House by Tomie De Paola
Little Miss Spider by David Kirk

Balanced
Literacy
Vocabulary

● Family Vocabulary: mom, dad, grandmother, grandfather, papa, mommy, abuela,
sister, baby, tía etc.
● Family Places Vocabulary: home, apartment, house, playground, temple, church,
park, etc.
● Vocabulary for family foods: specific to your children’s families.

Oral language
and Concept
Development

● Family Photos framed and displayed on shelf or wall - use for storytelling and
mapping
● Add surveys or question to your Morning
Meeting message. Ex: How many people
are in your family?
● Create opportunities for group project
planning and brainstorming. How could we
make representations of our families?
What materials would we need?
● Invite conversations and opportunities to share about families. Encourage
children to share ideas, ask questions, and make comments. Openly discuss
similarities and differences.
● Once the groups knows one another well play Guess whose family - using
descriptors and attributes of about children’s family. .
● Use CROWD Strategies during read alouds.

Fine Motor,
Drawing, and
Writing

● Practice using household tools in dramatic play and the sensory area.
● Use diverse cooking tools with playdough - dumpling rolling pins, tortilla press,
pasta cutter, etc. Make playdough versions of favorite foods.
● Work on careful drawing for pages for an “Our Families” classbook
● Co-create classroom displays that write/build/use environmental print to
highlight key vocabulary.
● Practice puzzle building using diverse family puzzles.
● Use magazines to cut out images of children and adult to create images and
stories of families.

Expressive and
Writing
Language

● Family Story Starter Basket: a basket with a collection of images of family
members and things they do (cooking, playing, watching V, sports, reading etc.)
Children can choose some items from the basket and tell a story which the
teacher can write down.
● Story Stones: secure photographs of children and their families, as well as
familiar images from magazines and stickers to smooth stones.
o Children can sort them, engage in imaginary talk and tell stories teachers
can write down.
● Work on pages for an “Our Families”
classbook
● STSA - Tell and act out favorite personal and
family stories.
● Co-create classroom displays that use
environmental print to highlight key
vocabulary.
● Create Song Charts/Poems - Shared
Readiing
o We Are a Family by Jack Hartman
o Sesame Street Family Song

Phonological
and Phonemic
Awareness

●

Sing and chant Song Charts/Poems - Shared Readiing
○ We Are a Family by Jack Hartman
○ Sesame Street Family Song

● Explore syllables and rhythm
○ Tap out children’s last names and full names, as well as the names of
people in their families - how many syllables are there?
● Word Building and Writing:
Creat and use word cards for various members of the family. Invite
children to match word cards to photos of relatives.

Differentiation/
Modifications

● Provide vocabulary in different languages when possible. Compare how to say key
words (such as grandpa) in home languages (i.e. abuelo, Vovô, Yéyé, papa, etc). Talk
about the languages we speak.
● Provide sentence starters, photos and visual scaffolding to help children share about
their families. (i.e. “I live with ___. I call my mom _____. )
● For non-verbal or limited English speakers, offer selection of pictures and objects to
choose from to communicate about their families, their meals, etc.

